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FISHING  IN  A  NATIONAL  PARK 

Yellowstone  is  the  world's  first  national  park  established  for 
the  protection  of  nature. 

Fishing  is  permitted  where  it  is  compatible  with  the  basic  pur- 
pose of  the  park:  preserving  natural  environments  and  providing 
the  opportunity  for  visitors  to  see  and  appreciate  native  plant  and 
animal  life  as  it  occurred  in  primitive  America.  Fishing  in  the  wild 
environment  of  a  national  park  is  just  one  of  the  many  ingredients 
that  can  contribute  to  a  fulfilling  park  experience.  Fishing  by 
humans  can  be  compatible  with  the  park's  basic  purpose  if  it  does 
not  take  away  food  that  supports  the  fish-eating  birds  and  animals 
and  if  it  does  not  overexploit  native  fish  populations  to  the  extent 
that  fish  numbers  decline. 


The  13-inch  maximum  size  limit  in  the  Yellowstone  Lake 
drainage  may  seem  strange,  but  is  designed  to  protect  the 
larger  native  fish,  which  in  this  case  are  more  effective  in 
reproduction  and  are  the  primary  predators  on  the  non-na- 
tive Longnose  Sucker.  This  latter  fish  was  introduced  in  the 
1930's  by  bait  fishermen,  and  the  population  is  now  seriously 
competing  with  the  native  Trout.  The  alternative  to  the  13 
inch  limit  was  to  close  the  drainage  entirely  or  to  restrict  it 
altogether  to  catch-and-release  fishing.  With  the  current  rule, 
it  is  possible  to  allow  anglers  to  catch  and  release  the  larger 
fish  and  still  have  the  opportunity  of  keeping  two  fish  less 
than  13  inches  in  length. 


In  Yellowstone  bald  eagles,  ospreys,  pelicans,  otters,  grizzly 
bears  and  other  park  wildlife  take  precedence  over  humans  in 
utilizing  fish  as  food.  You  are  encouraged  to  enjoy  fishing  as  a 
means  of  seeing  and  learning  about  the  wild  fish  that  inhabit 
Yellowstone  waters.  But  to  help  preserve  these  opportunities  for 
future  generations,  the  National  Park  Service  asks  that  you  carefully 
release  your  fish  or  keep  only  one  or  two  for  a  campfire  meal. 

Fish  to  be  released  should  be  handled  only  with  a  fine-meshed 
landing  net,  and  the  hook  removed  with  a  long-nosed  plier.  If  these 
are  not  available,  grasp  the  fish  carefully  behind  the  head,  and 
without  removing  it  from  the  water,  extract  the  hook  with  the 
fingers.  The  use  of  barbless  hooks  is  a  definite  asset  here.  The  fish 
should  then  be  released  simply  by  relaxing  the  fingers.  If  necessary, 
support  the  fish  in  an  upright  position  until  it  regains  its 
equilibrium. 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming 

1979  Fishing  Regulations 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


CAICH  AND  niEASE  WAIERS: 


(1)      FISHING  PERMIT: 

\  c  virrpnt  annual  non-lw  (ishing  permit  is  required  and  shall  be  in 
the  possession  of  all  persons  twelve  vwrs  of  age  and  older  who 


Mr>T 

(3)      PROTECTED  SPECIES: 

Killing  or  possessing  grayltng  is  prohibited  All  (hose 
be  returned  unharmed  lo  the  water  They  are  easily 
the  extremely  large  dorsal  fm    (See  illustration  on 


(4)      CLOSED  WATERS: 


IN  ALL  ZONES 

1  Ftshing  from  motor  road  bridges  ts  prohibited 

2  Other  park  waters  not  specifically  identified  may.  by  the  con- 
spicuous posting  of  signs.  t>e  lemporarily  closed  lo  fishing  for 


t.-^ulations 

(6)  CATCH  LIMITS:  (See  Fishing  Map  «nd  Zone  Regulations) 

The  killing  or  possession  of  grayling  is  prohibited  For  other  fish, 
the  basic  limit  on  park  waters  open  lo  hshing  is  two  (2)  fish,  per 
day  or  in  possession   Exceptions  to  this  are  the  catch -and -release 

(7)  LENGTH  LIMITS: 

(See  Fishing  Map  and  Zone  Regulations) 

Zones  3  and  6  have  spe<i(ic  length  limits    In  all  other  zones,  no 


(8)      TACKLE  AND  BAIT  RESTRICTIONS: 

Each  fisherman  may  use  only  one  rod  or  line,  which  must  be  held 
in  the  hand  Fishing  m  any  other  manner  is  prohibited  Only  ar- 
tificial lures  may  be  used  and  these  lures  may  have  only  one 
hook  This  hook  may  have  single,  double  or  treble  points  Drop- 
per loops  may  be  used,  with  two  ot  more  flies  on  one  line 
So  snagging  is  permitted,  no  natural  bail  may  be  used,  and  no 
•vdlmon  eggs,  processed  or  otherwise,  are  permitted  Exception 
See  Zone  1  Regulations 


CAICH  AND  RELtASE  WATERS:  None 
CATCH  LIMITS:  Two  (J)  Itsh  per  day  or  in  possession 
lENOTH  LIMITS:  On  ihp  Madison  and  Firehule  Rivets 
Inwe.  (,ibl>c.n  R.vei  up  lo  Cit>bon  falls,  the  r 


TACKLE  AND  BAIT  RESTRtOIONS:  See  General  Regulations   The 
Gibbon  Falls  are  reslticied  to  atufir lal  (lies  only 
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CAICH  AND  RILEASE  WAIIUS: 

1      Vellow>lon<-  Rive,   p.ope.   l.om 

one  mile  belosv   ,h. 

Old.on  (16km) 

2     Velinwtlone  Rive,  ptopr.  l.om  Al 
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CATCH  IIMIT:  In  walm  olhe.  Ihan  caich 

and  .elease  o.  cIm. 

UNCTH  lIMnS:  None 

TACKLE  AND  8AIT:  See  Cene.al  Regulaliont 

All  walpis  on  ihp  tvpil  sloiM-  ol  Ihe  Conn 

ental  Divide 

OKN  SEASON:  May  .'»  Oclobe.  il 

CATCH  AND  llf  LEASE  WAIEHS: 

)     Pocket  Lake 


LENGTH  lIMnS:  None 

TACKLE  AND  BAIT:  See  Cenetal  Kegulalio 

CATCH  LIMfTS:  Encepl  lot  catch  and  tele; 


ZONE  REGULATIONS 


CLOSED  WATERS: 


CATCH  AND  RELEASE  WATERS: 

I     Sportsman  Lake,  including  ihe  inlets  and  Ihe  outlet 

downstream  to  Mol  Heron  C.eek 
i     Cougai  C.eek  above  (he  Gneiss  Creek  t.ail  crossing 
J     Blacktail  Dee.  C.eek  drainage,  including  Blacktail  Ponds, 


CATCH  UMnS: 

I      Ihe  Gallatin  Rive,  and  C.ayling  C.eek  and  the,,  tnbu 

nd  Cougar  Creek  below  the  Gne 

s  Ceek  t.ail 

c.ossing 

th.ee  must  be 

b.ook  o.  b.ovvn  t.out 

r  wate.s  e«cepl  catch  and  release  five  |5)  lish 

per  day 

or  in  possession,  providing  a( 

least  ihiee  are 

LENGTH  LIMITS 

l^one 

TACKLE  AND  BAR:  Persons  12  years  ol  age  or  und 

et  may  lish  with 

dian  C.e. 

bail  on  Ihe  Gardner  Rivei,  Obs 
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CLOSED  WATERS:  None 
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two  miles  o(  Pelican  Cieek 

J  thei.  connecting  channels  with  Y 


CAICH  AND  RELEASE  WATERS: 


i     Sedge  Cteek  an« 

Its  liibularies  above  lu 

CATCH  LWITS:  Ucepl  1 

r  catch  and  release  wat 

LENGTH  LIMfTS:  On  all  v 

limit     IS  unde.   1 

1  inches  ,(]30mm|    All 

nos(  be  leleased  See  es 

a  National  Pa.k"  Remo> 

o,  tails  ol  any  lish 

caught  m  Zone  6  IS  p.ot 

BACKCOUNTRY  FISHERMEN 

Bears  may  bi'  eruounlcrcd  along  trails,  slrcams  or 
lakeshorcs  Make  enough  noise  while  hiking  Ihal 
bears  can  hear  and  avoid  you  Dispose  of  fish  entrails 
in  the  barkcounlry  by  puncturing  the  ait  bladder  and 
dropping  the  guts  in  a  deep  hole  in  the  lake  or 
stream  Dispose  of  unwanted  fish  suckers,  eic  in  the 
stream  Avoid  bears  if  seen  II  charged  by  a  bear, 
(limb  a  free  or  play  dead  You  can't  outrun  a  bear, 
and  will  only  excite  him  if  you  try 
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YELLOWSTONE  FISHING  MAP—  1979 


ZONE  3 

Season   May  26  loOclofjer  11 


|---<^l 


i-haiched  Closed  ti 


ZONES  2  a,  5 

ZON[4 

Season 

Miv  J8 

loOclobec  !l 

Season     luly  15 

„ 

October  n 

UMII5 

IIMITS 

Solid 

irws 

Twolish.inyii/o 

Solid  lines 

Two  lis 

n..u.. 

(  1  en... 

Catch  and  relMit  only  In 

Dolled  lines 

Calcha 

Hpa.l  lake  and  l.,bula.,.->. 

Cross-hatched 

Closed 

Olch  and  leiedsf  only 


Cio«hJlchi-(i  Closed  lo  lishinj 

ALL  WATIRS  NOT  SHOWN 

Zone  Sv4M>ns  jnd   limits   jpply   unlws 


